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New Warden delivers Highgate commemoration  

Our Christmas Luncheon is Monday 16 December 
at the Karrakatta Club in Sherwood Court Perth  

Located at the foot of Sherwood Court, on the corner of The Esplanade in Perth CBD.  
(Sherwood Court runs south off St Georges Terrace, directly opposite London Court)  
 

Monthly luncheon bookings 
Our luncheon meetings are $40 per person (plus $5 per raffle ticket if wanted) at 1200 
for 1230, usually on the third Monday of each month.  For catering reasons, bookings 
must be made no later than the preceding Thursday, please. 
 

Three ways to book - Choose the best for you 
1. Via the Highgate RSL website at http://highgate-rsl.org.au Click on Next Luncheon. 
Then click on Luncheon Booking or Apology and youʼll be transferred to our new 
booking sheet page. Electronic funds transfer details are also on the page. 
Or… 2. Go direct to the luncheon booking sheet by pasting this link into your 
browser: https://forms.gle/STv8EFfmTFqsKHGw7 
Via the electronic booking sheet, you can add guests, food intolerances, purchase  
raffle tickets, check friends; and also register a non-attendance apology. If you book 
your luncheon via our website or direct, you will receive an email a couple of minutes 
later confirming your booking. 

Or… 3. Via Committee Member: If you do not have internet access, please call Margot  
Harness on 9349 2847, or any Committee member, and they will help you book in.  

Important dates & events | please diarise now 
° 1100 | Mon 16 Dec | Committee Meeting - Karrakatta Club 
° 1200 for 1230 | Mon 16 Dec | Christmas Luncheon - Karrakatta Club 
° 1100 | Mon 20 Jan | Committee Meeting - Karrakatta Club 
° 1200 for 1230 | Mon 20 Jan | Luncheon - Karrakatta Club 
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I ncoming Warden of the State War Memorial, 
the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC, gave the 

keynote address at our annual Remembrance Day 
Commemoration and Luncheon in Kings Park on 
Sun 10 Nov. 
 

Our former State Governor, Mrs Sanderson began 
by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the 
land on which we meet, the Noongar people, and 
paid her respects to their Elders, past and present. 
She also congratulated members of Highgate RSL 
Sub-Branch and made particular mention of those 
who have served or continue to serve as Sub-
Wardens, a commitment the group has continued 
for more than 40 years. 
 

“When I was Governor, I always felt the Sub-
Wardens played a very important role in the dignity of the ceremony, 
and in showing how a ceremony should be conducted. They are there at 
every recognised ceremony, rain or shine, and that shows true dedica-
tion and commitment. They set us all an example on how to live and 
give voluntary service to the community, and how to remember those 
who died. Geoff Simpson, who has served as Deputy Warden since 

Christmas comes early to 
Highgate with outstanding 

Tenor Justin Freind 
The magnificent 
tenor voice of Justin 
Freind, will herald 
our Christmas for 
members, friends 
and visitors during 
our 16 Dec lunch-
eon.  The Karrakatta 
Club has generously  
arranged for Justin 
to perform in their 
Lyceum Room, following our pre-
luncheon drinks, and before we then 
go upstairs to the dining room. 
 

Justin is well-known in WA for his  
talent and involvement in many 
forms of theatre, with a performing, 
conducting and directing repertoire 
from Baroque to Broadway. 
 

He began his career at age seven 
with the Bridgetown Repertory Club 
and has been performing ever since. 
 

Now one of Western Australia's lead-
ing performers, Justin began training 
in 1992 at the WA Conservatorium of 
Music, where he gained a Certificate 
in Classical Music, a Diploma of Per-
forming Arts and a Bachelor of Music 
(Performance). While at the  
Conservatorium he was involved in 
productions of The Marriage of  
Figaro, The Rake’s Progress, La 
Clemenza Di Tito, and took lead 
roles in Sweeney Todd, La Finta 
Giardinera and A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. 
 

As a soloist, Justin has performed 
with numerous groups including 
Conservatorium Chorale, Geraldton 
Choral Society, Malcolm Sargent 
Choir, Savoy Singers, Julian Sing-
ers, Madrigal Singers, St George's 
Cathedral Choir, I Voci Choir, PLC 
Choir, Aquinas College Choir, Trinity 
College Choir, Lieder Society,  
Collegium Choirs, Perth Under-
graduate Choral Socy, UWA Choral 
Society and Perth Oratorio Choir. 
 

He has also performed on stage with 
the Midnite Youth Theatre 
Company, Regal Opera  
Music Theatre Company, 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society, 
Music Spectrum, Metro- 
politan Symphony Orchestra, 
Perth Pops Orchestra and 
WA Symphony Orchestra. 
 

 

Last Post | Lest We Forget 
We remember with deep sadness and affection our departed Member 

Sunnyl Kim 
and convey sincere condolences and sympathy to Christine, Family and friends 
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suffered for Australia's cause 
in all wars and armed  
conflicts. It is good to reflect, 
as others have, on the first line 
in our national anthem:  
Australians all let us rejoice, for 
we are young and free. Free-
dom is one of those things 
which are most important to 
us, and we need to avoid tak-
ing our freedom for granted, 
because it has required the 
sacrifice of many lives. 
 

When I was WA Agent General and 
based in the United Kingdom, I 
viewed the Remembrance Day  
ceremony at the Cenotaph in  
London where the Queen laid a 
wreath. 
 

I was also fortunate on Anzac Days 
to lay wreaths (in different years) at 
the London Cenotaph, at Villers-
Bretonneux, and at Menin Gate at 
Ypres. Attending the ceremonies, as 
well as the dedication ceremony of 
the Fromelle (Pheasant Wood) War 
Cemetery; and visiting the battle-
fields and other local memorials and 
museums provided me with a deep 
sense of the sacrifices of so many, 
so that we could be free. In the  
Battle of Fromelle alone, 1,780  
Australian soldiers and 503 British  
soldiers died.  
 

And I mention the First World War 
only as an example, because there 
have been many other battles and 
losses that we commemorate on  
Remembrance Day. 
 

At Menin Gate, I was told they need 
to have a Last Post ceremony every 
night until 2067 to commemorate all 
the Allied soldiers who sacrificed 
their lives in that area in Belgium. 
And in Villers-Bretonneux, I was 
very moved to see that shops and 
the school were displaying signs 
expressing their thanks to Austra-
lians. And there was an Australian 
Rules football match between the 
locals and some young Australians 
on Anzac Day.  
 

I believe our remembering the  
sacrifices is important, to uphold the 
promise given many years ago that 
those who died would never be  
forgotten. 
 

I am looking forward to taking over 
from State War Memorial Warden 
Guy Burton tomorrow, and very 
much appreciate the honour.  

again exemplifies professional  
dedication, and I know that he is very 
patient in helping organisations who 
want to conduct services to run them 
well, and ensure the State War  
Memorial and the Flame of Remem-
brance are appropriately respected. 
 

Highgate Sub-Branch can be very 
proud of some wonderful recent 
achievements, for example:  
The Remembrance Walk Project, 
guided by Steve Chamarette, which 
allows visitors to Kings Park to find 
out about each of the 29 war  
memorials in the Park; 
 

Ian Petkoff’s Virtual Memorial Project 
which provides information about 
Veterans’ names on each of the war 
memorials and honour boards in 
Western Australia and is now  
accessible to anyone in the world on 
the internet. 
  

Your wonderful monthly newsletter, 
Highgate Highlights, edited by Roger 
Buddrige, is a truly remarkable  
publication, and would be a lot of 
work to produce monthly. 
 

The members of the Honour  
Avenues Group, commemorating 
those who enlisted in WA and fell 
while serving overseas, and whose 
remains were not able to be  
repatriated. 
 

And a great, re-developed and very 
interesting Highgate RSL Sub-
Branch website. 
 

Highgate has many of its members 
supporting the range of projects  
undertaken, and congratulations to 
all who contribute. 
 

And don’t the poppies look  
magnificent again this year? I under-
stand there are 15,000 of them in 
Kings Park alone, and a huge  
number elsewhere, all made by the 
Poppy Ladies. 
 

Remembrance Day tomorrow is  
always a very important day. 
 

We are moving into our second  
century of remembrance, with last 
year being the Centenary of  
Armistice. Eleven November 1919, 
100 years ago tomorrow, was  
effectively the first Remembrance 
Day.  
 

All Australians are requested to  
observe one minute's silence at 
11am on 11 November each year, to 
remember those who died or  

From page 1 
New Warden Hon Kerry Sanderson AC launches ANZAC book 

Ceremonies conducted at the State 
War Memorial are very important to 
ensure our younger generations 
have the opportunity to join us in 
reflecting on the sacrifices made by 
those who died. 
 

In that regard, I’d like to end with a 
quote attributed to Rudyard Kipling:  
When you go home, tell them of us 
and say, ‘For their tomorrow we 
gave our today”. 
 

In that spirit of not forgetting, I am 
very pleased to launch in Western 
Australia a new children’s book 
Remember – Lest We Forget by 
Julie Miller.  All sale proceeds will 
be used to assist Veterans and 
their families. 
 

Ian Coate, a well-known Perth  
artist, has completed several of the 
illustrations, including the cover. 
The art works in the book come 
from all around Australia and the 
United Kingdom. 
 

The book is endorsed by Hon 
Brendan Nelson AO, Director of 
the Australian War Memorial, as 
well as by Prince Charles, and 
teachers and academics. 
 

Author Julie Miller is a young 
mother, a teacher and a writer. She 
is also the daughter of a Vietnam 
Veteran. And she launched a  
competition for the illustrations, 
which is why they are so stunning.  
 

During the Australia-wide 
launches, including at the Austra-
lian War Memorial, supporters and 
the illustrators will add photographs 
and write messages for a hand-
made version of the book, which is 
to become part of the Australian 
War Memorial collection.  
 

And this venue overlooking the 
State War Memorial is a fitting 
place for the Perth launch.  
 

I am pleased to launch such an 
important book, and congratulate 
all involved in bringing it to fruition.”  

Julie Miller, Hon Kerry Sanderson AC and Ian Coate 
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T he last few weeks 
have been particu-

larly busy for Highgate,  
commencing with our 
October AGM at which I 
was honoured to be 
elected Sub-Branch 

President for the second 
time, the first being a two-year stint 
back in 1976. It would appear it took 
the members some 43 years to get 
over my first effort. 
 

I’m very grateful to be supported by 
Geoff Simpson who was elected 
Senior Vice President, in addition to 
his ongoing duties as Deputy War-
den of the State War Memorial.  
 

The balance of our committee  
remains much the same, other than 
John Cleary stepping down as  
Senior Vice President and Richard 
Adams retiring from the committee 
after some 15 years of service. A full 
list of committee members and  
contact details is on the back page 
of each month’s Highgate Highlights. 
 

It was rewarding that all other  
committee members renewed their 
positions for the coming year.  
Retiring President, Geoff Hourn, has 
done an amazing job over the past 
two years and is to be complimented 
on the stature Highgate enjoys  
today. 
 

October also saw the annual OBE 
celebration, although it is now Over 
Bl**dy Eighties and Over Bl**dy 
Nineties. There are also at least two 
members aged over 100 but who 
were unable to attend. Margot Har-
ness was in fine voice as she led the 
Happy Birthday singing after a  
delicious chocolate cake was cut. 
 

November saw the annual Poppy 
Appeal in the lead-up to Remem-
brance Day. Mike Harness managed 
Highgate’s collection points at Eliza-
beth Quay and Wellington Street 
train stations as well as ordering, 
collecting and distributing poppies, 
allocating collectors, in addition to 
counting money, banking and  
completing the RSLWA returns.  
 

Poppy sales were a little down on 
last year, but we were still able to 
add over $5,000 to our welfare 
funds. Hearty congratulations to 
Mike and his team on a great result. 
 

On Sunday 10 Nov, Highgate held 
its annual Remembrance Day 

Respect and recognition 
for Australian Veterans 

 

The Australian Veterans’ 
Recognition (Putting Veterans and 
their Families First) Bill, passed by 
Federal Parliament on 22 Oct, 
established the Australian Defence 
Veterans’ Covenant, providing a 
formal way for all Australians to 
show appreciation to our current and 
former Australian Defence Force 
personnel, and to the families who 
support them. 
 

The covenant, Veteran card and 
lapel pin gives the community, 
including employers, businesses, 
community groups, Veteran and 
sporting organisations, an 
opportunity to recognise the service 
and sacrifice of the men and women 
who have served our nation. 
 

The legislation also requires the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA) to adopt a beneficial approach 
when interpreting legislation, and 
apply a fair, just and consistent 
approach to Veterans’ claims. 
 

Australian Defence Force Veterans 
will be able to access thousands of 
special discounts, as businesses 
across the nation say ‘thank you for 
your service’ with the release of the 
new Veteran Card, giving access to 
more than 10,000 product and 
service offers from about 500 
businesses, both over the counter 
and online. 
 

Much like the lapel pin gives every 
day Australians the opportunity to 
recognise Veterans and thank them 
for their service, the offers available 
through the Veteran card allow the 
business community to show its 
appreciation. 
 

The Veteran card is a redesign of 
existing DVA health cards, is open to 
new applicants and will be provided 
to existing card holders over the 
coming months. 
 

More than 33,000 Veterans and 
Reservists have already applied and 
will begin receiving their covenant 
packs in the near future. 
 

The Bill will become a separate Act 
to provide symbolic recognition for 
all Veterans, but it does not change 
current entitlements. 
 

More information is available at: 
www.apod.com.au 
www.recognition.dva.gov.au 
 

commemorative service at the State 
War Memorial in the presence of the 
outgoing and incoming State  
Wardens, Lieutenant Commander 
Guy Burton RAN (Retd) and the 
Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC; as 
well as State President and CEO of 
RSLWA, Peter Aspinall AM and 
John McCourt JP.  
 

After the service at the Flame of  
Remembrance, Mick Coyle, resplen-
dent in kilt and sporran, piped 155 
guests into Fraser’s Restaurant for 
our Remembrance Day lunch. Guest 
speaker, Mrs Sanderson, showed 
she has a deep understanding of the 
work that Highgate does at both the 
State War Memorial and by the  
Honour Avenues Group’s selfless 
devotion to erecting and maintaining 
plaques in May and Holman Drives 
and in Fraser Avenue.  
 

Following her speech, Mrs Sander-
son launched a children’s book  
written by Julie Miller and illustrated 
by West Australian artist, Ian Coate, 
entitled Remember - Lest We Forget 
which tells the story of a child at an 
ANZAC Day march who steps into 
the shoes of the marchers to find out 
why they are there. 
 

Our Christmas lunch will be held on 
16 Dec at the Karrakatta Club and 
member Tony Howes has arranged 
outstanding entertainment for us, 
with the magnificent West Australian 
tenor, Justin Freind honouring us 
with a performance, in addition to a 
traditional Christmas lunch.  
 

I look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

Regards – Bill Munro 
 

New member | Stuart Henry 
We welcome new affiliate 
member, Stuart Henry, a 
leading advocate for  
efficient water manage-
ment. Stuart is Principal 
at Aqua Global Consult-
ants since 2014, after 
five years with the World 
Plumbing Council in Zurich; and as 
MD of the International Association 
of Plumbing and Mechanical  
Officials, based in Melbourne. From 
2004, Stuart served a term as Lib-
eral Federal Member for Hasluck. 
Stuart was the driving force behind a 
House of Representatives Commit-
tee inquiry into regulation of plumb-
ing product quality in Australia, lead-
ing to major amendments to the  
Water Efficiency Labelling Standards 
Act. 

 

Bill Munro 

From our President  
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Christmas at Highgate 
with Tenor Justin Freind 

 
 

Justin has performed leading roles 
in the UK at the International Gilbert 
& Sullivan Festival; and is a regular 
guest for Telethon and City of Perth 
productions. As Musical Director/
Conductor he has conducted Savoy 
Singers, The Real Sing, Gilbert & 
Sullivan Society, Midnite Youth 
Theatre, On Stage Productions and 
J&G Musical Productions, and now 
runs the multi-purpose Cummins 
Theatre in Merredin, providing a 
venue for professional touring 
companies, the local repertory club, 
live simulcasts and private functions. 
 

For his services to the Arts, Justin 
Friend was included in the inaugural 
edition of Who's Who in Western 
Australia.  
 
 

 

ESOs get $16.2M 
 to help Veterans  

find jobs 
 

Recognising the important role 
played by Ex-Service Organisations, 
the most recent Federal Budget 
provided $16.2 million to support 
SoldierOn, Team Rubicon and the 
Returned and Services League 
Australia to deliver programs 
assisting Veterans find meaningful 
employment.  
 

The Government is also 
implementing a Support for 
Employment Program to help 
Veterans who have not secured 
employment 12 months after 
separating from the ADF. 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE SUB-BRANCHES 
By Geoff Hourn 

Immediate Past President & Warden 
 

Cottesloe Sub-Branch 
held its 10th annual 
Lieutenant Frederick 
Bell VC Memorial 
Lecture on 15 Nov at 
the iconic Cottesloe 

War Memorial Town 
Hall.  Speaker this 

year was General the Honourable 
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK AC(Mil) CVO 
MC (Retd). 
 

Sir Peter was Governor-General 
during the entire period of the 
commemoration of the centenary of 
World War I.  As such, he was a 
central and principal participant and 
was asked to reflect on the value to 
the Australian people of those 
commemorations. 
 

The Cottesloe Sub-Branch very 
cleverly chose the topic, as it 
provided Sir Peter the opportunity to 
present his viewpoint on Australian 
history and international involvement 
from the unique perspective of a 
former Chief of the Australian 
Defence Force and Head of State.  
 

Sir Peter spoke for a full 45 minutes 
and answered questions for another 
25 minutes, covering the entire 
period from the Boer War until the 
present day.  It was a tour de force. 
 

The Lieutenant Frederick Bell VC 
Memorial Lecture is a wonderful 
initiative of the Cottesloe Sub-
Branch.  The inaugural lecture was 
in 2010.  Last year, the speaker was 
Hon Kim Beazley AC, in 2017 Mark 
Donaldson VC, and in 2016, Hon 
Brendan Nelson AO.  
 

Lieutenant Frederick Bell VC was 
WA’s first Victoria Cross recipient for 
his rescue and defence of a 
wounded soldier in the Transvaal 
during the Boer War on 01 May 1901 
as a member of the West Australian 
Mounted Infantry.  
 

On 16 Nov, the Pinjarra Sub-Branch 
celebrated its centenary with a 
community open day of wonderful 
display and entertainment.  The RAN 
Band played throughout the day as 
the Westralian Great War Living 
History Association and the 
Kelmscott/Pinjarra 10th Light Horse 
Memorial Troop gave reenactments.   
 

Community groups from around the 
beautiful Pinjarra district participated,  

including Army Reserve, SES, 
Ambulance, CWA, Lions, quilters, 
and a toy library. 
 

It was a lovely way to celebrate 100 
years of service and community 
involvement. 
 

Hon Graham Edwards AM, former 
RSLWA State President and 
member of North Beach Sub-
Branch, officially opened new 
premises for the Mandurah Sub-
Branch on 23 November.  
Previously located in Ormsby 
Terrace in the heart of Mandurah, 
the Sub-Branch has been relocated 
to the Mandurah suburb of 
Greenfields.   
 

It is always a pleasure to represent 
Highgate RSL at such important 
events and participate with others 
from the wider RSL community.   
 

Short Cuts 
Correction Our report last month 
on Ben Roberts-Smith misquoted 
his post nominals which should 
have been VC MG (Victoria Cross 
and Medal of Gallantry) 
 

Honour Avenues Group Mike 
Harness tells us there are now 
1,820 plaques along the Kings Park 
Honour Avenues.  This follows their 
most recent dedication ceremony 
on 16 Nov which saw 10 more 
plaques dedicated to the fallen who 
enlisted in Western Australia but 
whose remains were never able to 
be repatriated. Since HAG’s 
centenary event last August, the 
group has been inundated with 
requests, with the February and 
May dedications in 2020 fully 
subscribed. 
 

Highgate Hall of Honour Web 
Manager Ian Petkoff informs us 
there are now 745 past and present 
Highgate member names on the 
biographical Hall of Honour on our 
website. All members of Highgate 
RSL are encouraged to provide 
their biodata to Ian, via the 
downloadable form on the website. 
 

Name badges Highgate members 
can see name badge samples at 
the luncheon reception desk and 
place their order which will be 
actioned our new Badge Officer, 
John Reidy-Crofts. Badges are $25 
each and are a useful way of 
identifying members by name and 
Sub-Branch, as well as looking 
smart on your jacket. 
 

 

From page 1 

LT Frederick Bell VC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members celebrating their 
birthday in October include: 

Kevan Barrett, Carmen Homer, 
Robert Bunney, Brian D’Cunha, 

Doug Farmer, Clare Curtis,  
Colin Hebbard, Graham Reynolds, 

Judy Farrell, Peter Farrell,  
Allan Downs, Joe Cicala, 

John Evert and Susan Glasfurd 
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Construction of the new ANZAC 

House - Veteran Central in St 
Georges Terrace has now reached 
the fourth storey and is past the 
halfway mark, on time and on 
budget.  The building will have 
three levels for administration,  
welfare, advocacy and medical  
services; two for functions and 
meetings; a ceremonial hall, and 
one floor for the ANZAC Club.  
RSLWA members automatically 
receive ANZAC Club membership. 
The building is expected to open in 
July next year. 
 

$10M commemorative grants 
benefit local communities 

An additional $10 million is being 
provided over the next four years 
for Saluting Their Service grants, 
with the  focus now on wars,  
conflicts and peacekeeping  
operations more aligned with the 
Second World War and beyond.  
 

Eligible projects may include  
honour rolls, improvements or  
additions to existing memorials as 
well as lighting and access,  
exhibitions, photo displays, digital 
honour rolls and podcasts,  
 

Funding increases from $4,000 to 
$10,000; and funding of between 
$10,001 and $150,000 will be avail-
able as major grants for projects of 
national, State or Territory and/or 
regional significance. 
 

The new guidelines came into  
effect on 07 Nov 19. For more  
information or to apply visit 
the Communitygrants  
or GrantConnect web sites. 

Sub Warden Duties | 2020 
Wreath Laying Services | State War Memorial Kings Park 

POC: Geoff Simpson OAM RFD  
Deputy Warden State War Memorial 

 

Sun 09 Feb 
 

1030 for 1100 
 

Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps 

Vale | Sunnyl Kim 
 

It is with deep 
sadness we advise 
the passing of our 
esteemed member, 
Sunnyl Kim, on 15 
Nov 19, aged 76 
years. A member of 
Highgate RSL Sub-
Branch since 2006, 
Sunny, and wife 
Christine, were regular attendees 
until recently.  
 

A Presbyterian Pastor, Sunny was 
our Chaplain for many luncheons 
and other Highgate activities; and 
also introduced Korean Veterans to 
our Sub-Branch. 
 

Our deepest sympathy is extended 
to Christine, their children Johann, 
Grace and Sunmi, all of the family, 
and also to the Korean Veterans 
Association, and to his church 
community. 
 

Sunny served as a Sergeant in the 
Fierce Tiger Division of the 
Republic of Korea Army from April 
1965 to September 1967, which 
saw extensive combat during the 
Vietnam War, and were deployed 
because they were among the units 
considered to have the longest and 
best records from the Korean War. 
The Tigers were considered 
uncanny for their ability to search 
territory and seek out enemy 
soldiers and weapons.  
 

Lieutenant General William R 
Peers, who commanded 50,000 
troops in Vietnam, considered the 
Fierce Tiger Division meticulous 
and among the very best at cordon 
and search activities. 
 

Sunni’s funeral was attended by 
family, members of the Korean 
Veterans Association and Highgate 
members, as well as friends and 
members of his congregation. 
 

Led by Deputy Warden, Geoff 
Simpson, Sub Wardens of the 
State War Memorial provided an 
honour guard and escort, and 
David Scott, one of Australia’s 
finest military buglers, sounded The 
Last Post and The Rouse. Highgate 
Vice President Roger Buddrige 
gave a eulogy. 
 

 

Pensions Report 
By David MacLean 

Pensions & DVA Liaison 
  

Excellent and timely assistance was 
received from DVA recently when I 
was approached by a Veteran 
tempted towards self harm.  
 

His words “They would be better off 
without me,” sent a chill down my 
spine, and the DVA response was 
first-class.  
 

Several members have claims 
before the adjudicator, some going 
well, some less so. DVA is heavily 
overloaded and the inevitable 
delays are frustrating.  
 

DVA’s Advocacy Training and 
Development Program (ATDP) has 
accredited 706 advocates 
nationwide in both Pensions 
(compensation) and Welfare, with 
the target age for candidates being 
under 50 years.  
 

Compensation and Welfare 
handbooks are published on the 
DVA website.  
 

Volunteers report that bureaucratic 
requirements and record keeping 
are impinging on the hours available 
to actually work on claims.  
 

Bull Creek Veterans Support 
Centre, a joint venture between the 
RAAF Association and the 
Combined Defence Forces Support 
Association of WA (CDFSA), is 
under financial pressure due to a 
major reduction in their BEST 
funding grant (Building Excellence 
in Support and Training).  
 

The grants support Ex-Service 
Organisations in providing 
compensation and welfare 
assistance to the Defence and 
Veteran communities. 
 

However, despite handling over 200 
claims in the past year, BEST 
funding now comes from the 
Community Grants Scheme, not 
DVA, so we get in line with all the 
other volunteer and not-for-profit 
organisations in the 
Commonwealth.  
 

West Australian Veteran, Brett 
Warner, has been appointed to lead 
the national Continuing Professional 
Development Team. 

ANZAC 
HOUSE  
growing 
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RSL mantra: ‘Lest We Forget’.  
 

Throughout the year, we have 
continued to produce the very best 
monthly Sub-Branch newsletter in 
the Returned and Services League, 
with Highgate Highlights having a 
wide readership in other Sub-
Branches and ESOs, and among 
other influentials throughout the 
State and across the nation.  I have 
lost count of the number of times 
we have been complimented on 
Highgate Highlights and that is 
entirely due to our Editor, Roger 
Buddrige.  To produce such a high 
quality newsletter, month in and 
month out, requires dedication, 
hard work and talent and Roger 
consistently provides all three on 
our behalf. 
 

Our monthly lunches continue to 
have extraordinary guest speakers 
and are run in a very efficient and 
enjoyable manner.  Making that 
happen requires good teamwork 
and we have been blessed in that 
regard. with John Cleary arranging 
our speakers, Mike Harness 
organising birthday gifts for 
members, Ian Petkoff and Leon 
Griffiths conducting raffles, and 
Allan Downs liaising with the 
Karrakatta Club; while our 
luncheons front-of-house has been 
efficiently managed by Peter 
Garside, with Owen Page and now 
Bob Campbell.  We are grateful to 
them all. 
 

Our membership is steady.  Sadly, 
however, our battle casualty rate 
has continued to be high.  There 
have been 12 funerals since our 
last AGM. 
 

On the Veteran welfare and 
pensions side, David MacLean and 
Bruce Taylor have been caring for 
us, doing wonderful work 
throughout the year. David is a 
qualified Level 2 Veteran Advocate 
and Pension Officer.  I have seen 
many advocates over the years 
while serving on the Veterans’ 
Review Board, and I have to say 
David is one of the best. Bruce 
conducts hospital visits and I 
understand he always manages to 
bring a little cheer.  
 

Bruce and David’s work this year 
has included very effective help for 
two Veterans in need who were not 
members of Highgate.  One was 
homeless and another was on his 
death bed.  We are grateful to them 
both for the work they do and the  

high level of care and comfort they 
bring. 
 

In all of the work that Highgate has 
done throughout this past year, we 
have been blessed with a very 
harmonious and hard-working 
Committee.   
 

The lynch pins of every Committee 
are the Secretary and the 
Treasurer, and I thank Greg Wilson 
and Bill Munro for their diligent 
work.  
 

In addition to Ian Petkoff 
establishing the Virtual Memorial, 
he has also continued to manage 
the Highgate website.  One of the 
spin-offs of establishing the Virtual 
Memorial has been our ability to 
completely overhaul our website.  It 
was magnificent before, and now 
Ian has made it even better. Please 
visit it often.   
 

I wish to also thank John Cleary 
who has done terrific work as 
Senior Vice President, including 
securing sponsorship, introducing 
the taxi system we now have in 
place, organising guest speakers 
and many other matters.  
Regrettably, John has to step down 
from Committee this year due to 
family matters, but we trust it is only 
a temporary absence. 
 

I also pay tribute to Richard Adams, 
who this year is stepping down 
from Committee.  Richard was our 
longest serving Treasurer and has 
been a member of the Highgate 
Committee for many, many years.  
Thank you, Richard, for your 
service to Highgate. 
 

I also wish to thank all the other 
members of our Committee for their 
individual and collegiate efforts 
during this past year. 
 

As we march on towards our Sub-
Branch centenary in 2021, there is 
always work to be done.  But by 
any standard, Highgate RSL has 
had a very good year and made a 
real difference to many.  
 

If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is 
not for you.  
 

Eagles may soar, but wombats don't get 
sucked into jet engines.  
 

My mechanic said, "I couldn't repair the 
brakes, so I made your horn louder”.  
 

Experience is something you don't get 
until just after you need it.   
 

Hard work pays off in the future. 
Laziness pays off now.   

Highgate RSL President’s Report 
2019 AGM | By Geoff Hourn 

 

It has been my pleasure 
and a privilege to have 
led Highgate over the 
past two years, and as 
we look back over the 
past 12 months, I can 
say Highgate RSL has 

had a wonderfully successful year.  
 

This has included commemoration of 
the Centenary of Armistice and the 
successful completion of three major 
projects to appropriately mark that 
centenary – the Remembrance Walk 
Project, Virtual Memorial Project and 
Centenary of Armistice Luncheon 
Project, all funded by $55,000 in 
government grants and donations. 
 

Under the very capable direction of 
Steve Chamarette, the Remembrance 
Walk Project has provided a 
wonderful computer application that 
allows visitors to Kings Park to find 
out about each of the 29 war 
memorials in the Park, and includes 
photographs and walking trails. 
 

Ian Petkoff’s Virtual Memorial Project 
provides information about Veterans 
named on each of the war 
memorials and honour boards in 
Western Australia.  Ian first told us 
about his years of research at our 
Remembrance Day Lunch in 2017.  
Now, in 2019, anyone, anywhere in 
the world, can access that research 
on the internet. 
 

The Honourable Kim Beazley AC, 
Governor of Western Australia, 
launched both projects at our 
memorable Centenary of Armistice 
Luncheon.  Getting the Governor 
was no mean feat and his ADC told 
me afterwards that our lunch was 
one of the best-organised events the 
Governor has attended.  That 
success was due to the work of 
many, under the careful direction of 
Leon Griffiths. 
 

State War Memorial Deputy Warden, 
Geoff Simpson, and his team of 
extraordinary Sub Wardens, 
continue to provide many services 
throughout the year for Ex-Service 
Organisations, community groups, 
and for all of Western Australia on 
ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day. 
 

Assisted by Margot, our Honours 
Avenue Group Liaison Officer and 
Poppy Day Coordinator, Mike 
Harness delivers in some of the 
most tangible ways possible, the  
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Remembrance Day Luncheon photographs in next issue 

 Highgate RSL Sub-Branch Remembrance Commemoration 
Sunday 10 November 2019 
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YOUR 2019-20 COMMITTEE  
 

President 
Bill Munro | 0411 750 775 

bill.munro@highgate-rsl.org.au  
 

Senior Vice President  
Deputy Warden State War Memorial   

Geoff Simpson  
0408 925 432 | 6380 1014 

geoff.simpson@highgate-rsl.org.au  
 

Vice President &  
Editor - Highgate Highlights 

Roger Buddrige | 0408 900 126 
roger.buddrige@highgate-rsl.org.au  

 

Treasurer 
Ray Ward | 0409 426 677 
c42ward@bigpond.net.au  

 

Secretary  
Greg Wilson | 0412 095 201  

Box 65 Hillarys 6923 
greg.wilson@highgate-rsl.org.au  

 

Warden & Immediate Past President  
Geoff Hourn | 0414 063 707   

geoff.hourn@highgate-rsl.org.au  
 

Warden  
Steve Chamarette  

0490 257 469 | 9242 1865 
steve.chamarette@highgate-rsl.org.au 

  

Pensions & Veterans Affairs Advocate  
David MacLean | 0418 917 982  

david.maclean@highgate-rsl.org.au  
 

Membership Officer  
Howard Montagu | 0417 956 621 

howard.montagu@highgate-rsl.org.au  
 

Hospitals & Welfare Officer 
Bruce Taylor | 0408 955 219  

bruce.taylor@highgate-rsl.org.au  
 

Honour Avenues Representative 
& Poppy Day Organiser  

Mike Harness | 0419 091 708 
michaelharness1@bigpond.com  

 

Web Manager  
Ian Petkoff | 0490 242 676  

ian.petkoff@highgate-rsl.org.au  
  

General Committee 
Margot Harness | 9349 2847 

michaelharness1@bigpond.com  
 

Leon Griffiths | 0439 033 399  
leon@leongriffiths.com 

 

Allan Downs | 0427 932 166 
allan.downs@highgate-rsl.org.au 

 

Greg Smith | 0458 204 538 
sm1th.gregory12@gmail.com  

 

Front Desk 
Peter Garside | 0413 441 855 

artco@artco.net.au 
 

 Bob Campbell | 9279 3502 

This newsletter is printed  
as a service to the  

Veterans Community  
by the Office of the Federal 

Member for Perth 

Our OBEs (Over Bl**dy Eighty) and OBNs (Over Bl**dy Ninety) at their annual birthday celebration. 

At the Highgate Remembrance Day Luncheon, incoming Warden, Hon Kerry Sanderson AC meets with 
school captains representing Mount Lawley and Carine Senior High Schools. Students from the school 
provide valuable services each year for the Kings Park Honour Avenues and at the Sandakan Memorial. 

Guests from Chevron enjoyed time together at the Highgate Remembrance Day Luncheon.  


