
To book your monthly lunch, please enter 
your name electronically on the booking 
page via the website, (before 12 noon on 
the Wednesday prior to the meeting. Go to 
our website home page at www.highgate-
rsl.org.au and double-click HIGHGATE 
MONTHLY LUNCHEON below the photo 
of the Flame of Remembrance and you’ll 
be transferred to the booking sheet page.   
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Electronic funds transfer details are on 
the spreadsheet. Cost is $30 per person. 
 

You will need to book your luncheon 
each month by noon on the Tuesday 
prior to the meeting.  
 

If you do not have internet, please call 
Margot Harness 9293 1076 to book in   
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From our President 

O 
ur 64th Gunfire Breakfast was held on ANZAC Day. The 
weather was great and Level 11 of the Western Australian Club 
provided a venue from which we could truly appreciate the fore-

sight and vision in building the State War Memorial in a unique location - 
a beautiful park overlooking Perth City and the Swan River.  
 

The WA Club ambience and view was appreciated and favourably com-
mented on by all 90 members and guests who attended. In this regard, 
the attendance of Alex Kerr, aged 96, and his daughter Robyn, was  
applauded. Alex is a regular attendee and the oldest veteran at the  
Gunfire Breakfast. Hopefully, he is the inspiration for those who are 
younger and in good health to make more of an effort to attend our 
meetings. 
 

We were also pleased to have WA Club President, Shelley Crowley and 
her partner join us for breakfast, along with several other members of 
the WA Club. 
 

Our Guest Speaker was new Warden of the State War Memorial, Wing 
Commander Christine Pittman, who gave an excellent address on the 
importance of families in relation to members who have or are still  
serving in the Australian Defence Force.  

(continued on page 2) 

Important dates & events | please diarise now 
° 1100 | Mon 15 May | Committee Meeting - WA Club 

° 1130 for 1215 | Mon 15 May | Monthly Luncheon - WA Club 

Last Post | Lest We Forget 
 

We remember with deep sadness and affection our recently departed Members  
Stephen Scriven and Ted Stephenson  

and convey sincere condolences and sympathy to their families 

Our May meeting is on Monday 15 April at  
The Western Australian Club  

Important: Please book before COB on Tuesday 09 May as the 
Western Australian Club needs catering numbers finalised that day 

 
 

The Western Australian Club is located in the Grosvenor Building at 12 
St Georges Terrace, opposite the byway between Perth Concert Hall 
and Duxton Hotel. Enter through the revolving door and use the far 
right-hand lift to Level 11.  
  

Please use the booking sheet on the website or telephone Margot  
Harness on 9293 1076 to register. The cost of the monthly luncheon is 
$30 per person, payable by no later than the Tuesday prior to the meet-
ing, which takes place on the third Monday of each month (except April 
- Gunfire Breakfast; and November - Fraser’s Kings Park). 



From our President  
(continued from page 1) 
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Christine detailed the importance 
and contributing role that families 
play in ensuring the history and  
traditions of the ANZAC Spirit are 
maintained and strengthened in  
future generations. 
 

The contribution by Geoff Simpson 
and the Sub-Wardens in perform-
ance of their duties at the Dawn  
Service and the four Sunset  
Services leading up to ANZAC Day 
was noted and greatly appreciated 
by all. The West Australian commu-
nity will always be in their debt for 
the professional manner in which 
services at the State War Memorial 
have been conducted since High-
gate first undertook the task.  Past 
and current Sub-Wardens and  
Honour Avenue Group members 
give Highgate RSL Sub-Branch a 
true reason for being. We are 
all very proud of you and your on-
going efforts.  Having attended  
Friday’s Pre-ANZAC Day Sunset 
Service at the State War Memorial, I 
strongly recommend and encourage 
you to take your children and grand-
children to one of the Sunset  
Services in 2018. 
 

Geoff Hourn has prepared a motion 
regarding the promotion of General 
Sir John Monash to the rank of Field 
Marshal for the RSL Congress in 
June. Details of this motion and the 
preamble were featured last month 
in the April Highgate Highlights. The 
motion will be put to our members at 
the upcoming May meeting for  
resolution. 

This newsletter is printed 
as a service to the  

Veterans Community  
by the Office of  

Tim Hammond MP  
Federal Member for Perth 

From our President (continued) 
 

Dress Standards | As earlier  
advised, Committee has decided the 
Highgate dress standard of a coat or 
jacket should be retained as our 
minimum. The wearing of a tie is 
optional.  
 

Could you therefore please ensure 
you and your guests follow the  
Highgate dress standard and at no 
time breach the WA Club’s minimum 
dress standards, viz: 
 

Gentlemen: Tailored trousers, long 
sleeve collared business shirt. 
Ladies: Smart attire appropriate to 
the dress requirement of the gentle-
men. 
 

Not acceptable are denim jeans, 
shorts, short-sleeved shirts, casual 
shirts, joggers, runners and boat 
shoes. 
 

We again express our sincere appre-
ciation to the WA Club for allowing 
us to meet on ANZAC Day for break-
fast, morning tea and luncheon, and 
to enjoy the spectacular views of the 
City March for those unable to attend 
at street level.   
 

WA Club access | To avoid any em-
barrassment in the months ahead, 
could our non-WA Club members 
please note that the Western Austra-
lian Club is only available for our use 
during monthly committee and lunch-
eon meetings.  We are not able to 
acess the Club facilities at other 
times unless in the company of a 
WA Club member.  Of course, any 
RSL member interested in joining 
the WA Club should feel free to con-
tact the Club, especially as they 
have very reasonable membership  

From our President (continued) 
 

fees for retired and deployable ADF 
members.  
 

At our meeting on Monday 15 May, 
CEO of RSL WA, John McCourt, will 
speak on development and 
progress of the new ANZAC House, 
and we will have the opportunity to 
ask questions. As we are all 
involved and committed to having 
an ANZAC House that meets our 
ongoing needs, I strongly 
recommend your attendance at this 
meeting, please. 
 

It is essential that you register your 
attendance by COB on Tuesday 09 
May for our meeting on Monday 15 
May 2017. If you have registered to 
attend and fail to show up, you will 
still be charged $30 as this is the 
cost to Highgate. 
 

For those not familiar with the online 
booking sheet, please call Margot 
Harness on 9293 1076 to register 
your attendance.  It is also 
requested that when you pay for 
your lunch, please add $5 for each 
raffle ticket you wish to purchase. 
This will reduce the amount of cash 
collected at the desk and allow 
more time for fellowship. 
 

- Steve Chamarette 

Watch ABC Television’s 
Perth ANZAC Day coverage 
You can now watch the 2017 
ANZAC March in Perth in its 
entirety on ABCiview. Hosted by 
ABC Broadcaster Clint Wheeldon 
and Captain Wayne Gardiner, the 
coverage includes the entire March 
down St Georges Terrace. ABCTV 
also recorded the Commemorative 
Service hosted by ABC Radio Perth 
Morning presenter Geoff Hutchison 
with special guest, Iraq War 
Veteran, Liam Haven. Along with 
our own Service, you can watch all 
the others from right around 
Australia. The vision is available 
until 25 May at: http://
iview.abc.net.au/programs/anzac-
day-march-perth/FA1679W001S00 
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Sub Warden Duties | 2017 
Wreath Laying Services | State War Memorial Kings Park 
POC: Geoff Simpson OAM RFD | Deputy Warden State War Memorial 

May Guest Speaker 

John McCourt JP 
CEO & State Secretary RSL WA  

Mon 08 May 1030 for 1100 Australian American Association (Battle of the Coral Sea) 
Tue 23 May  1130 for 1200 Consulate of Greece (75th Anniversary Battle of Crete & 
                       Mainland Greece) 
Mon 29 May 1020 for 1050 North American Veterans’ Unit (USA Memorial Day) 
Wed 31 May  0930 for 1000 Indigenous Veterans Ceremony 
Sat 09 Sep    0930 for 1000 Rhodesian Services Association of WA 
Sun 10 Sep   0900 for 0930 Maltese Association 
Sun 10 Sep  1000 for 1030 2/16th Battalion 

Key domestic and international  

ANZAC Commemorations 
2017-18 
 

4 May 2017 
o Battle of Coral Sea Day | Australian War Memorial 
 

4 June 2017 
o 75th Anniversary of Bomber Command Operations 
   Australian War Memorial 
 

25 August 2017 
o 75th anniversary of the Battle of Milne Bay  
   Australian War Memorial 
 

14 September 2017 
o 70th anniversary Australian Peacekeepers and 
Peacemakers | Anzac Parade, Canberra 
 

26 September 2017 
o Centenary of the Battle of Polygon Wood 
   Passchendaele | Zonnebeke, Belgium 
 

23 October 2017 
o 75th Anniversary of the start of El Alamein  
   Australian War Memorial 
 

31 October 2017 
o Centenary of the Battle of Beersheba, Sinai Palestine 
Campaign | Be’er Sheva, Israel 
 

2 November 2017 
o 75th Anniversary of Kokoda and the Beachheads 
   Australian War Memorial 
 

25 April 2018 
o Anzac Day Dawn Service, Gallipoli, Turkey  
o Centenary of the Battle of Villers-Bretonneux  
   Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux 
 

4 July 2018 
o Centenary of the Battle of Hamel  
   Australian Corps Memorial, Le Hamel, France 
 

11 November 2018 
o Centenary of First World War Armistice  
   Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux 

Guest speaker for our May 
luncheon is John McCourt JP, 
Chief Executive Officer and State 
Secretary of RSLWA.  
 

John will update us on events and 
activities in WA, as well as brief us 
on the timetable and plans for the 
new ANZAC House, including 
dining and member facilities, and 
will respond to any questions we 
may have.   
 

John has been a Board member of RSLWA and 
represented the Kimberley and Pilbara regions. He 
relinquished presidency of Broome Sub-Branch in 2014 
to concentrate on wider advocacy and welfare 
challenges facing RSLWA. As chair of the WA Veterans 
Affairs Committee, John was instrumental in establishing 
RSL DefenceCare in WA. 
 

John McCourt took up his appointment as RSLWA CEO 
and State Secretary on 1 Sep 2016 after a career as a 
business and media professional, and following more 
than 23 years of service in the Australian Defence Force.   
 

He has undertaken full-time and Reserve duties with the 
Royal Australian Air Force, including service in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, East Timor and Papua New Guinea. Other 
defence roles included Flight Commander for Air Force’s 
Specialist Reserve Public Affairs Officers, Officer 
Commanding - Public Information Bureau Detachment 
on the search for missing Malaysian Airline MH370, and 
senior military public affairs officer for the visit to Darwin 
by US President, Barack Obama. 
 

A former television and newspaper journalist, 
John's civilian achievements have included director of 
news and current affairs at the Golden West Network, 
chief of staff for the Seven Network (Perth), Northern 
Australia correspondent for SkyNews and director of 
corporate communication for the Northern Territory 
Police. 
 

John has a Master of Business Administration and has 
lectured undergraduate and postgraduate university 
students in business, journalism, strategic 
communication and media law at the University of Notre 
Dame Australia, Edith Cowan and Curtin Universities. 
He is a Life Member of Surf Life Saving WA, a Justice of 
the Peace and a recipient of a Chief of Defence Force 
Commendation for Active Service. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Greetings to our Members celebrating their 
birthday in May, including:  
 

Neil Anderson, Christopher Brown, John 
Cleary, Terry Gill, Les Herbert, Thomas 
James, Stephen Lucks, Abraham Sher and 
William Wilson 

RSLWA Membership 
At 31 March 2017  

Service 6,579  
Affiliate 1,424  

Total 8,003 
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Disclaimer Please note Highgate Highlights source 
material is edited to remove  
inappropriate content, and to clarify or shorten the 
item where needed. Although normal tests for  
accuracy are undertaken, you should not rely on this 
material without carrying out your own validity 
checks. Opinions expressed in Highgate Highlights 
are not necessarily those of RSL Highgate Sub-
Branch or RSLWA. You are welcome to forward 
information of interest to your colleagues and 
friends, although we would appreciate  
acknowledgment as its source. 

ANZAC Sunset Services 
 

RSL Sunset Services at the State War 
Memorial were again popular among the 
public over each of the five nights. Space to 
sit was hard to find on the Whispering Wall in 
the Court of Contemplation as many young 
families attended.  
 

The presence of the West Australian Great 
War Living History Association each night with 
their members in traditional military attire 
proved to be a big hit with the public.  
 

The Friday night (21 April) 75th Anniversaries 
of the Battles of El Alamein and Kokoda were 
the biggest in terms of attendance. 

Great weather for Perth 
ANZAC Day  
 

Perfect weather conditions for this year’s 
ANZAC Day helped attract large crowds to 
both the Dawn Service and Perth March.  
 

After last years drenching, numbers were up, 
with around 40,000 people attending the Dawn 
Service, and up to 25,000 attending the March. 
 

Three thousand participants, including 134 
platoons and 11 bands made their way down 
St Georges Terrace. Compared to last year, 
numbers increased for the 45-minute 
commemorative service which followed the 
March. 

Complimentary first-year RSL 
membership for full-time ADF 
members 
 

The RSLWA Board has unanimously agreed to 
offer current serving full-time ADF members 
wishing to join RLSWA their first year’s 
membership at no charge.  
 

Like all applicants, they will need to complete 
an application form and provide proof of 
service.  
 

For questions or assistance, please call 
Membership Officer Andrea Hunt on 9287 
3705. 

In pictures... 

Our ANZAC Day Gunfire Breakfast 2017 
More images on next pages 

Confirmed Monthly Guest Speakers  
 

15 May | John McCourt, CEO & State Secretary, RSLWA 
 

19 June | Monash Luncheon - Speaker to be confirmed 

 

17 July | Kim Beazley AC, Former Federal ALP Leader, former 
Ambassador to USA 
 

21 August | OBE Birthday Function and AGM with no guest 
speaker 
 

18 September | Sergei DeSilva, Chairman - Defence Industry 
Assocation of WA 
 

16 October | To be advised 
 

12 November | Remembrance Day Luncheon at Fraser’s 
Restaurant in Kings Park 
 

18 December | Christmas Luncheon 
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Our ANZAC Day Gunfire Breakfast 2017  in pictures... (cont.) 
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Our ANZAC Day Gunfire Breakfast 2017   in pictures... (cont.) 


